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University Libraries Boost Student Success
Through Research Skills Course
A one-credit information literacy course was successfully introduced last year: UNIV 105,
Introduction to Library and Information Research. Five sections were offered in the Fall of 2012,
two sections in the Spring semester, and four sections of UNIV 105 will be available during the
Fall of 2013. Taught by University Libraries faculty in smart classrooms, UNIV 105 is an elective
course. Students participate in hands-on class activities and discussion groups which promote
active learning and critical thinking.
Introduction to Library and Information Research provides an introduction on how
to seek information through the research process. It introduces skills for locating, evaluating,
and using all types of resources. Special emphasis is placed on the social value of quality information. The course includes
a section on the legal and ethical uses of information. The course is based on the Association of College and Research
Libraries’ (ACRL) Information Literacy Competencies for Higher Education, which are the national standards for academic
libraries. There are ample indications in the professional literature that mastery of information competencies contributes to
student success across the curriculum and therefore can be a factor in retention as well.
UNIV 105 is intended for any undergraduate who has found the process of rating materials’ credibility bewildering. It
is also for any undergraduate, whether a first year student or a senior, who would like to more effectively search for and find
appropriate and credible sources; for those would like to gain an understanding of the various forms of information and how
they are produced, to cite sources accurately, and to deploy sources in research. Therefore, we expect UNIV 105 would be a
positive factor for retention because it provides students with effective research tools that can be used throughout their entire
academic career.
The course reached the milestone of enrolling approximately 100 students in the past fiscal year and has received
special recognition from the Office of Student Engagement and Experiential Learning (OSEEL) which awarded the
University Libraries a Course Transformation Project (CTP) Lite grant, which we are using to develop a hybrid version of
the course; we anticipate having this hybrid version operational by Spring 2014. The students who have taken the course have
given it excellent reviews and the reports from other collaborative units of the university have been encouraging.
We are already working on an online version as well. A proposal for converting UNIV 105 into a full-online course
was approved by the Libraries Administration; planning is in progress to have the first section offered online in the Spring of
2014.
UNIV 105 has been developed and administered by a core working group of library faculty members composed of
Karen Hovde, Wendell Johnson, Beth McGowan, Nestor Osorio, and Leanne Vandecreek. Our instructors include professors
Meredith Ayers, Wayne Finley, Karen Hovde, David Lonergan, Beth McGowan, Sarah McHone-Chase, Wendell Johnson,
Junlin Pan, Robert Ridinger, and Leanne VandeCreek. Finally, the project has received strong support from the Libraries
administrators, particularly from dean Patrick Dawson and associate dean Rosanne Cordell.
Nestor L. Osorio
Head, Reference and Research Department

Colors of the World: Exploring Founders’ Maps Collection
Located on the southeastern side of the second floor of Founders is a diverse collection of globes, charts and sheet
maps that provide significant research support to a large number of faculty and students in both the hard and social sciences.
The beginnings of the map holdings in Founders Library lie in 1966, when several cartographic collections from the NIU
Earth Sciences Department and the University Libraries were combined to create a separate Map Library on the second floor
of Davis Hall, now home to the Geography and Geology departments. Prior to this, the University Libraries at NIU had been
a federal depository for maps produced by the U.S. Army Map Service and the U.S. Geological Survey. In the decades that
followed, maps and charts from the Illinois Department of Transportation, the U.S. Departments of Agriculture, Commerce,
the Interior , the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration , and the Canadian Department of Energy, Mines
and Resources were added. Reference works on the history of mapmaking were also added to support the work of the
Cartographic Laboratory. By the spring of 2007, the Davis Hall space was at capacity, and the University Libraries entered into
discussions with the Departments of Geography and Geology about moving the Map Library into its present space, which
was completed March 2008. By 2013, the collection numbered over 220,000 maps and 2500 atlases.
Even in the age of the Internet, digital information, and online image files, print maps continue to retain their
worth as research materials. The maps collection is arranged according to the Library of Congress classification system for
geography and is heavily used by undergraduate and graduate courses in cartography, regional geography, urban planning , and
the Regional History Center. Large relief wall maps familiar to many patrons from grade school classrooms are popular with
visitors. The topographic maps from the U.S. Geological Survey for each local quadrangle in the United States provide a way
to track the development of a particular region over several decades with an immediacy that their digital counterparts lack.
One of the most heavily used sections of the collection is the local land atlases and plat books for De Kalb County
and other counties in northern Illinois. A land atlas breaks down each county into its component townships and sets out all
parcels of real estate in each township with the name of the owner of record. This makes them very useful tools for tracking
population shifts over time and within a specific township, and helps family history researchers locate ancestral farms that may
have since been broken up or sold.
To many patrons, the word “geography “ immediately brings an image of the Earth to mind. The Founders’
collection contains a range of older world globes offering a glimpse into the techniques of geographic literacy education in the
United States over several decades. Stellar cartography is also represented by a striking globe depicting all the constellations
visible from both hemispheres. Three detailed and colorful globes depicting the surface features of Mars, Venus, and the
Moon based on data recorded by NASA space missions have recently been added.
Robert Ridinger
Geography Subject Specialist 8/5/13
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Open Access is Coming!
Higher education has created a Catch-22 in its tenure process, which has become a selfperpetuating financial burden. Tenure is a means of guaranteeing academic freedom, essential
to the mission of the academy and the principles of academia. This concept came about in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries to prohibit boards of trustees’ and state legislatures’ dismissal
of or censure of professors who taught or encouraged conflicting views to the “norm.” Scholars
have the freedom to teach or communicate ideas or facts (including those that are inconvenient
to external political groups or to authorities) without being targeted for repression, job loss, or
imprisonment. This encourages critical thinking and develops each new generation of citizens
in a democracy. To gain tenure, individuals must build a case documenting an increasingly strong
record of published research, grant funding, academic visibility, teaching, and administrative service.
Unfortunately, ‘documenting an increasingly strong record of published research’ has become a Catch-22. To
disseminate research findings, results are published and made available to the larger academic audience through journal articles.
Initially, academic societal publishers concentrated on a specific discipline, such as Chemistry. They were recognized by the
community of chemists as reputable and authoritative bodies, so this is where these research journal articles were published.
As these journals (such as the Journal of the American Chemical Society) became the mouthpiece of the subject, it became
imperative to publish research findings in them to gain tenure.
Then capitalism intervened.
In the later 20th century, academic society publishers often found that they did not have a business model that would
allow them to continue to publish and distribute research on a larger scale, to meet the needs of an expanded academic
market. For-profit publishers who had the publishing and distribution power starting purchasing these academic society
publishers and turned them into for-profit enterprises. Despite the fact that these publishers were now for-profit enterprises,
research results continued to be given for free to these journals by individuals seeking tenure, as these were the recognized
authoritative journals where you needed to publish. Peer review of the results was provided to the publishers, via other
academic society members, for free. Often, the journal editors also worked for free.
Intellectual content that had been effectively subsidized by the universities that paid the salaries of the faculty
who wrote, reviewed, and edited them were given, for free, to for-profit publishers, and sold back to universities at massive
markups. Once a publication went from a society publication to a for-profit publisher, the price of subscriptions skyrocketed:
raised from 300%- 900% initially and 18 %– 24 % annually afterwards. Academic libraries had no choice but to pay the
massive price increases, purchasing access to the research articles back at faculty request. Often, university libraries could not
afford to subscribe to the very journals that their own faculty needed to publish in to gain tenure. For-profit publishers placed
restrictions on use of the research articles, limiting access to the results. Free scholarly communication was quashed by the
desire to make money.
A solution to this quandary is open access publishing. Open Access (OA) literature is digital, online, free of charge,
and free of most copyright and licensing restrictions. The publication process is exactly the same in terms of peer review and
editorial practices for an OA journal right up until the point of publication, at which point the results are released directly to
the public over the web with the consent of the author or copyright-holder rather than sold to a publisher. Institutions such
as MIT and in the University of California system have passed mandates for their faculty to publish in OA journals, which
included changing their tenure and promotion requirements to recognize (and sometimes prefer) publication in OA journals.
While OA literature is not free to produce, it is less expensive to produce than conventionally published scholarly literature.
The question is not whether scholarly literature can be made costless, but whether there are better ways to pay than charging
libraries and readers and creating access barriers.
Coincidently, lawmakers both nationally and on the state level are recognizing that conventional for-profit publishing
is not only expensive, but limits the free exchange of research. The Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act,
FASTR, has been introduced in the United States House of Representatives and Senate. This bill would require that free,
online access to each taxpayer-funded article be available as soon as possible, and no later than six months after the article
has been published in a peer reviewed journal, and that the public have the ability to fully use these articles in the digital
environment. This legislation is in committee and no action has been taken. However, the Governor of Illinois has signed into
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law Senate Bill 1900 (Open Access to Research Articles Act.) This act does on the state level the same that the FASTR bill
aims to do on a national level. So, OA is gaining traction in the academic community.
This is why I encourage your involvement in and support of Open Access Week, October 21 – 27 2013. Open
Access Week, a global event now entering its sixth year, is an opportunity for the academic and research community to
continue to learn about the potential benefits of Open Access, to share what they’ve learned with colleagues, and to help
inspire wider participation in helping to make Open Access a new norm in scholarship and research. The NIU Libraries are
supporting Open Access Week by sponsoring informational displays, a series of panels about different aspects of open access,
culminating in a presentation by Illinois State Senator Daniel Biss, sponsor of SB 1900 on Friday October 25, 2013 followed
by a reception. I encourage you to attend any of the events related to Open Access Week on the NIU campus to learn more.
Patrick J. Dawson
Dean of Libraries

Save These Dates for Friends Events!:
Sept. 10, 2013, 7:30 pm, Founders Memorial Library Staff Lounge. Fred Mitchell from The
Chicago Tribune presents “Life Lessons Learned from Sports.” Free and open to the public.
October 15, 2013, 7:30 pm, Founders Memorial Library Staff Lounge. Dr. David Hedin from
Northern Illinois University presents “Understanding Our Asymmetric Universe.” Free and
open to the public.
October 25, 2013, 3:30-5:00 pm, Regency Room, Holmes Student Center. Open Access
Week Closing Reception, featuring Illinois State Senator Daniel Biss.

Member Benefits:
Receive a 10% discount on merchandise at the following stores:
-Ed Ripp Fine Art Books, Chicago
Friends tote bags! {email Angie Schroeder (aschroeder@niu.edu) for details.}
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Remembering a Moment of Eloquence
August 28, 2013 marks the anniversary of a significant rhetorical event in American
history. The 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s “I Have a Dream” speech will
likely receive lots of attention by the time you read these words. The focus here is how King’s
words are remembered—now a half-century later—for their eloquence. Few Americans,
however, can recall when and where the speech was delivered. Even with a national holiday
to honor Dr. King in February, many Americans are only able to identify the one phrase
“Dream” sound bite from this famous speech. King’s dramatic “I Have a Dream” refrain was
memorably delivered from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.
There are many fascinating contextual aspects of Dr. King’s address. The speech was delivered in a series
of rally speeches officially called the “March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.” This march was originally
organized by A. Philip Randolph, head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and several leaders from civil
rights organizations including Dr. King as president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).
August 28th, a Wednesday, was selected so that Jewish leaders keeping the Sabbath and black ministers who needed
to return to the pulpit could attend. The organizers also chose this date to ensure that Congress would be in
session. As noted in Drew D. Hansen’s book The Dream: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Speech that Inspired a Nation
(New York: Harper Collins, 2003), King viewed the march as having “a two-fold purpose…to arouse the conscience
of the nation on the economic plight of the Negro one hundred years after the Emancipation Proclamation and to
demand strong forthright civil rights legislation” (p. 16).
By the time the rally began at 11:00 a.m., the 250,000 people gathered on the national mall heard brief
speeches from such Hollywood stars as Burt Lancaster, Paul Newman, James Garner, Marlon Brando, Sidney
Poitier, and Charlton Heston. Singers Joan Baez and Harry Belafonte provided musical performances between the
speeches.
According to Hansen, Dr. King arrived in Washington without a prepared text of the speech. He was
scheduled to be final speaker on this long day of speeches on a very hot afternoon. The night before the speech,
in his suite at the Willard Hotel, King and assistants Ed Clayton, Clarence Jones, Stanley Levison, Dora McDonald,
Wyatt Tee Walker, and Andrew Young, outlined and composed the manuscript for the “I Have a Dream” speech.
King finished writing the speech at about four o’clock in the morning. Hansen reports that then King “gave the
prepared text to his aides for typing, duplication, and distribution to the press” (p. 69). Later that morning on the
28th, King met with President John Kennedy in the Oval Office. Kennedy later viewed King’s speech on television
during a live national broadcast at about 4:00 p.m.
Interested viewers can now see the full eighteen minute “I Have a Dream” speech online. A close critique
will reveal that King essentially abandoned his prepared text, but still nearly doubled the planned length of the
speech. For about the first ten minutes of the speech, King read his text nearly verbatim. But as he neared the end
of his prepared text, Hansen concludes that King “instead inserted several set pieces from his own repertoire that
he had not originally intended to deliver” (p.71). This means that the powerful last half of the “Dream” speech—
including the most remembered refrains—was delivered extemporaneously. This was a true moment of inspired
eloquence. Complete texts of most of King’s speeches can be found in James M. Washington, ed., Martin Luther
King, Jr. I Have A Dream: Writings and Speeches that Changed the World (New York: Harper Collins, 1992). For a detailed
analysis of Dr. King’s speech, please see Keith Miller’s Voice of Deliverance: The Language of Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Its Sources (New York: The Free Press, 1992).
Ferald Bryan, President
Friends of NIU Libraries
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A Note From the Faculty Liaison
It was a fun summer (I hope that you were able to join us for our annual meeting.
Writer Lauren Beukes stopped to join us for it on her US book tour for The Shining Girls, just
before NPR named The Shining Girls one of their hot summer reads).
We’ve had to postpone our typical back-to-campus wine and cheese party, as the
Faculty Liaison will be out of town during the period when we usually host it. We plan to hold
it in January to kick off the Spring Semester with style.
This fall, we have some great events coming up. On September 10, at 7:30 pm, Fred Mitchell, sports reporter for the
Chicago Tribune, will be presenting a talk on “Life Lessons Learned from Sports.” October 15th, at 7:30 pm, Dr. David Hedin,
Board of Trustees Professor in Experimental Particle Physics, will present on “Understanding our Asymmetrical Universe.”
Both of these events will be held in the staff lounge on the lower level of Founders Memorial Library, and are free and open
to the public.
Our final event for the semester is part of Open Access Week on campus. The Friends will be sponsoring the closing
reception for State Senator Daniel Biss’s closing keynote. The reception will be held in the Regency Room of Holmes Student
Center on Friday, October 25th from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm.
Stay tuned for more programming in the spring. If you’d like to suggest program items, please feel free to submit
them via email: lmthomas@niu.edu.
Lynne M. Thomas
Faculty Liaison, Friends of the NIU Libraries

2013-2014 Friends of NIU Libraries
Board Members and Officers
Ferald Bryan (president)
Ruth Anne Tobias (vice president, program chair)
Gary VanderMeer (treasurer)
Gary Gresholdt (secretary)
Patrick Dawson (ex officio)
Lynne M. Thomas (Faculty & Program liaison)
Drew VandeCreek
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Mary Lincoln
Anne Kaplan
Linda Schwarz
Jerry Zar
Lee Hewitt
Carla Montgomery

Thank you to our Life Members
(donating $1000.00 or more)
Adra Baker-Gallagher
Paul & Jean Burtness
Glen & Dawn Ericksen
Deborah Erickson
James Erman & Lydia Vitello
Glen & Jamie Gildemeister
Elroy & Urla Golden
Deanne Holzberlein
Samuel & Corinna Huang
E. Nelson & Marilyn S. James
William C. Johnson
Yvonne Johnson
Barbara & David Johnson-Wint
Harriet Kallich
Ron Klein
Josephine Korcek
Mike Korcek

Judith M. Looney & John Jefferson
Scott & Kathy Miller
William & Josephine Monat
Carla W. Montgomery
Charles & Mary Munroe
Todd & Joanne Nebel
James Block Pick & Rosalyn Laudati
Ron & Barbara Provencher
Gordon Rasmussen
Lawrence Rast
Larry & Judy Sill
Sally Stevens
Peggy Sullivan
Rebekah Wilson
Arthur & Pat Young
Jerrold & Carol Zar
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Friends of NIU Libraries
Founders Memorial Library
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115

Yes! I/We wish to join the Friends of NIU Libraries at the following level:

$1,000 or more Life Member
$500 Benefactor/Corporate
$100 Donor
$50 Family
$35 Individual
$10 Student (Must show ID)

Enclosed is a gift of $______________
		
(installment plans are available for large gifts)
Please charge to my
		
Visa		
MC		
Discover
Credit Card Number__________________________

Expiration Date______________________________

Signature__________________________________

Make checks payable to Friends of NIU Libraries
NIU also offers Payroll Deduction for faculty and staff

Mrs.		

Ms.			

Miss		

Mr. & Mrs.		

If a gift is in memory or in honor of someone, please include the purpose
and the name and address to which acknowledgement should be sent.

Mr.			

Would you like any of the following brochures?
Friends of NIU Library
Ensuring the Future Trees
Library Book Fund
Dr.			

Name_______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________

)_______________________________________________

State/Zip Code________________________________________________
Telephone (

Email________________________________________________________

Other

Mail to: Friends of NIU LIbraries, Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, IL 60115-2868
Thank you for your support!

